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This book presents a unique and multi-faceted history of 
a South African NGO prominent in youth development 
from 1985-2008. Drawing on two decades of interviews 
and ethnographic fieldwork, the book contextualizes the 
Joint Enrichment Project (JEP) in the politics and history of 
South African education, traces its work and influence, and 
explores the continued relevance of its legacy to 
contemporary initiatives seeking to address youth 
development and connect young people with 
employment. In examining the JEP’s role leading up to and 
during South Africa’s transition to democracy, it also sheds 
light on broader processes of socio-economic reproduction 
and change in post-apartheid South Africa.
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